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Brent Runnels '80, piano 
Roman Sketches, op. 7 Charles Tomlinson Griffes 
(1884-1920) 
The White Peacock 
The Fountain of the Acgua Paola 
Excursions, op. 20 
I. Un poco allegro 
II. In slow blues tempo 
III. Allegretto 
IV. Allegro motto 
Sonata, op. 26 
Allegro energico 
Allegro vivace e leggero 
Adagio mesto 
Fuga: Allegro con spirito 
INTERMISSION 










Un poco agitato 
Allegretto non troppo 
Grazioso 
Allegretto grazioso 
Agitato, ma non troppo presto 
Andante con moto 
Moderato semplice 
Grazioso ed un poco vivace 
Danza del viejo boyero 
Danza de la moza donosa 
Danza del gaucho matrero 
Ford Hall Auditorium 









Brent Runnels '80 has developed a reputation as a versatile pianist currently 
performing in the United States and abroad as a recitalist, chamber musician and 
orchestral soloist. Among the orchestras he has appeared with are the Kosice 
State Philharmonic, Slovak Sinfonietta of Zilina, Florida Orchestra, Florida 
Symphony, Florida Space Coast Philharmonic, Winter Park Bach Festival 
Orchestra, the Manhattan Philharmonia, the Bronx Arts Ensemble and the 
Orlando Philharmonic. His recent recitals in New York, Los Angeles, St. 
Louis, New Orleans and Orlando have earned enthusiastic reviews-
''formidable," "fresh energy and sparkle," "colorful," "delightfully idiomatic" and 
"freedom, bravura and a big surging sound." The St. Louis Post Dispatch 
praised his "great capacity for lyricism and tonal nuance" after a highly 
acclaimed recital there. He has won top prizes in several piano competitions, 
including first prize in the Third New Orleans International Piano Competition 
and second prize in the First Coast Classical Piano Competition in Jacksonville. 
In 1988 Brent Runnels toured Australia's major cities, prompting the Canberra 
Times to write "Brent Runnels was heard as a soloist in an accomplished 
performance of the Roman Sketches by United States composer Charles Griffes, 
the impressionistic colour of such pieces as The White Peacock and Clouds 
excellently caught in the playing." In March 1993 he performed solo recitals in 
London and Salzburg and Mozart's C Minor Concerto K. 491 with the Kosice 
State Philharmonic in Slovakia. In December of that year he appeared on the 
Dame Myra Hess Memorial Concert Series in Chicago, a performance that was 
broadcast on the 300 cable radio stations of the WFMT fine arts network. He 
returned to Europe in May 1994 for concerto performances with the Kosice State 
Philharmonic and the Slovak Sinfonietta of Zilina. In July 1996 he completed 
his third European tour, with recitals in Slovakia, Germany, and at the South 
Bohemia Music Festival in the Czech Republic. His appearance at this festival 
included a lecture/recital for the European Piano Teachers Association on jazz 
styles in classical music. 
Among Brent Runnels's collaborative efforts was his 1986 performance of the 
world premiere of Bruno Walter's four hand arrangement of Mahler's Second 
Symphony. Sponsored by the New York Mahler Society, it was acclaimed by 
the New York Times as "energetic . .. making for a thrilling impact." During 
the 1994-95 season he presented the complete Beethoven Sonatas for Piano and 
Violin in a series of recitals at the Bruno Walter Auditorium at Lincoln Center 
in New York. 
Recently, Brent Runnels has gained a reputation for the diverse range of his 
repertoire and programming. His solo recitals often contain new American 
\ music and jazz. Dr. Runnels is the founder and Artistic Director of the LYNX 
Jazz Festival in Orlando, Florida, an annual event that gathers community 
sponsorship to bring jazz clinics and educational events to elementary, middle 
and high school students, as well as presenting nationally known jazz artists in 
concert. 
Brent Runnels trained with Constance Keene and John Browning as a scholarship 
student at the Manhattan School of Music. There he earned a Doctor of Musical 
Arts degree as well as the school's highest graduate honor, the Harold Bauer 
Award. Other pianists he has worked with are Karl Ulrich Schnabel, Jeanne-
Marie Darre, Martino Tirimo and Richard Goode. A sought-after teacher and 
lecturer, Dr. Runnels has taught on the faculties of Rollins College, Concordia 
College and the Manhattan School of Music. He now lives with his wife 
Frances in Atlanta, Georgia. Brent Runnels is a member of the international 
roster of Steinway Artists. 
